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Abstract 
The importance of maritime and port transportation in the global economy cannot be overstated. 

According to empirical evidence, over 80% of cargo volume is transported by sea, and this figure is even 

higher for most emerging economies, including Ghana (UNCTAD 2018). The increase in port fees and 

charges has become a major source of concern for stakeholders throughout the maritime supply chain, 

particularly traders who have to bear the full brunt of the recent phenomenon of astronomical freight 

hikes. As a result, the already high cost of doing business in Ghana's port has seen a steady increase albeit 

by other factors aside freight cost. Demurrage has been identified as one cost line item that has contributed 

to the port's high cost of doing business. According to the 2019 Ghana Shippers Authority report, traders 

paid $382 million in demurrage fees and charges to shipping lines in the six years 2010-2019, excluding 

fees and charges paid in 2011, 2012, 2014, and 2015.  
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