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We take this opportunity 
to welcome the maiden 

edition of GIFF Insight: An 
Innovative Journal for advancing 
International Trade in Africa and 
beyond. Under the operation and 
management of GIFF Research 
Hub, this Journal will provide 
far-reaching insights on cutting-
edge research findings to assist 
policy decisions regarding 
International Trade on the 
continent of Africa and the world 
at large. Since its inception in the 
year 1965, GIFF has front-lined 
activities such as competency-
based Education and Training, 
Advisory role and Advocacy in 
the Ports and Maritime industry. 
The Institute remains the only 
partner that truly interfaces with 
all the entities in the Ghanaian 
ports and maritime sector 
leaving an indelible mark in the 
evolution of cross border Trade 
in Ghana. With the coming into 
force of the Research Hub and 

for that matter this Journal, we 
vehemently believe that readers 
will discover golden information 
and acquire knowledge desired 
to preserve the futures of our 
dear industry. As an editorial 
team, our cup of excitement is 
filled to the brim as we witness 
the launch of this flagship project 
of the Ghana institute of freight 
forwarders.  Our expectation 
is that this Journal instigate 
the interest of all stakeholders 
and the scholarly community 
by using this as a platform for 
thought-provoking debates, 
insights and analysis on topics 
relating to International Trade, 
Trade Facilitation, Continental 
Free Trade Agreements, Port 
Tariffs, Ports Cyber Security 
Strategies, SOLAS Conventions, 
Customs Procedures, Port 
Expansion, Port Logistics, Cost 
of Doing Business, Oil and Gas, 
Digitalization in Ports Supply 
Chains and more. The journal will 

publish a minimum of four issues 
every year. As such, Articles, 
Case Studies, Commentaries, 
Field Notes, Book Reviews, 
Practical Field Experiences, 
Review Articles, etc from various 
stakeholders in the ports and 
maritime supply chain, be it in 
Ghana, West Africa, Africa or 
from any part of the world should 
feel at home to submit papers for 
review and publication. Students 
and Alumni of GIFF Academy, 
Regional Maritime University 
and other Higher institutions 
of learning can equally take 
advantage of this Journal.  

Happy Reading!

Editor – in – Chief
Mr. Jonathan Kwashie Amanor
Executive Secretary, GIFF

JONATHAN K. AMANOR
KWABENA OFOSU APPIAH DR. DAVID K. BOISON (Ph.D) MR. GABRIEL ESSILFIE

(Executive Secretary, GIFF)
(Imm. Past President, GIFF) (Senior Lecturer / HOD, GCTU) (Director of Research & Innovation, GIFF)

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

EDITORIAL
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MESSAGE FROM THE
GIFF PRESIDENT
MR. EDWARD TETTEH-OWUSU AKRONG

I    willpretend not to have been 
overwhelmed when the 

invitation was handed to me to 
speak at this launch because 
anything short of that will 
take me back into dreamland, 
when all I could achieve was 
the fantasy of this day. The 
day when we could marshal 
our own resources, (material 
and human), build capacity 
and within our own reach tell 
our story, or better still tell 
it in a manner that shapes 
our future, a future we would 
have consciously crafted.  
 
You see, the storyteller once 
observed that “until the story 
of the hunt is told by the lion, 
the tale of the hunt will always 
glorify the hunter.” Though we 
have affected this industry’s 
development over the years, 
the  reality of others telling the 
story of the hunt had punctuated 
every bit of our journey. Did 
Mark Twain not say there are 
three kinds of lies? And did he 
not name them as: Lies, Damned 

Lies and Statistics? Of 
course Twain was a 

humorist and we were rightly 
supposed to have laughed 
but folks what we are about to 
witness here today is serious 
business. That which has been 
achieved through years of toil 
and hard work, from concept 
to inception, and I would like 
to single out a few folks for 
special mention, Messrs. Joseph 
Agbaga, Kwabena Ofosu-
Appiah, Dr. David Boison, 
Jonathan Kwashie Amanor, 
Gabriel Essilfie and others. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, our 
object of being in many parts 
enjoins us to be relevant to 
our subsector, contributing to 
the shaping and development 
of national policy that affects 
international trade. As architects 
of Ghana’s international trade 
ways our marching orders had 
been long issued, we have 
huffed and puffed, bared our 
teeth at whoever needed to 
see the ‘Mensah’ in us, but we 
are here and now, choosing 

the path of science, research 
as a veritable tool with which 
to buy our future. Folks our 
destiny is defined and  it does 
not look like we have too many 
choices than to take advantage 
of the opportunities the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR) 
presents. We are very well 
plugged in at the primary data 
source, the GIFF Research 
Hub is timely and critical 
for our sustainability, as we 
mark this milestone in our 
forward march we pray the 
Good Lord reward our efforts.   
 
Welcome to the Ghana institute of 
freight forwarders research hub!
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ABOUT GIFF 
RESEARCH HUB
GIFF Research Hub is an innovative research 
center that serves as a knowledge hub for ship-
ping, ports and maritime matters in Africa. 

The aim of the center is to use the state-
of-the-art scientific research tools and 
techniques to provide empirical data to 

support the growth of the industry and gov-
ernments across the continent of Africa and 
beyond. In the next five (5) years GIFF Research 
Hub intends to create partnerships with indus-
try players and international organizations who 
leverage on ports and maritime data to drive 
policies. In addition, the center will partner with 
higher institutions of learning across the con-
tinent to organize conferences, seminars and 
workshop to assess and analyze international 
trade issues in order to create value and wealth 
for the industry. To achieve this the center has 
invested in training and development of 60 per-
sonnel in the industry to realize this vision.

The state-of-the-art office complex situated at 
the GIFF national secretariat have been created 
with seven (7) member Research Ethics Board 
(REB) competently manning it. GIFF over the 
past three (3) decades has built competence 
and practical knowledge in every aspect in the 
ports and maritime supply chain. GIFF is the 
only partner that interfaces with all the entities 
in Ghanaian ports and maritime sector.

Over the years GIFF has positioned itself as 
a beacon of hope for the Ghanaian Trade and 
Freight Transportation business front-lining 
activities such as competency-based Education 
and Training, Advisory role and Advocacy. GIFF 
has left an indelible mark in the evolution of 
cross border Trade and freight transportation 
in Ghana. The Research Hub concept is another 
dream GIFF is championing in this digitalized age 
to ensure that policy and decision making in the 
ports and maritime industry are backed by sci-
entific research data.

Over several centuries, there has been ample 
evidence to justify the importance of research in 
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the development of countries and economies in 
the world. Research has played a pivotal role in 
the development of the most complex spacecraft 
to the simplest mobile phone. Research per-
vades in every aspect of human lives, from the 
complex medical equipment to a simple match 
box used to light a cigarette; research has played 
a leading role in shaping the activities of society 
and businesses. In business, most companies 
leverage on research and development (R&D) to 
introduce new product or service to customers 
and the ports and maritime industry is no excep-
tion. The business environment in which freight 
forwarding, logistics, ports and maritime indus-
try is located is complex and dynamic with new 
laws and regulations continuously hitting our 
space every minute. Rigorous research is there-
fore required to understand the very fabric of the 
industry in the new age of disruptions in global 

supply chains.

The Research hub will therefore create a platform 
to delve into topical issues such as: Paperless 
Port System, Compliance, the Importance of 
Economic Partnership Agreements, The Role 
of Freight Forwarders in Trade Facilitation, 
International Trade, Continental Free Trade 
Agreements, Port Tariffs, Ports Cyber Security 
Strategies, SOLAS Conventions, Customs 
Procedures, Port Expansion, Port Logistics, Cost 
of Doing Business, Oil and Gas, Digitalization in 
Ports Supply Chains among other topics which 
will be investigated. In addition to these, other 
areas of research proposed by our partners will 
be considered.
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THE CUSTOMS DIVISION

14GIFF INSIGHT



THE CUSTOMS DIVISION
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+233208231559
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Jonathanamanor.ja@gmail.com
+233200204098

 gabriel@ghanafreightforwarders.org
+233249895278
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gabriel@ghanafreightforwarders.org
+233249895278
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gabriel@ghanafreightforwarders.org
+233249895278
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ADVANCE RULING;
WHAT WENT WRONG?

33 GIFF INSIGHT



Apart from the allotted time that the ruling may last, 
subsection 9 hints of the possibility of the 
Commissioner-General calling it off.
(9) A customs advance ruling is binding until the ruling is 
overturned by the Commissioner-General.
Subsection 10 below delineates conditions under which a 
ruling cannot be made:
(10) A customs ruling shall not be issued where the request
(a) concerns a current or completed customs transaction;
(b) presents questions or transactions that are hypothetical in 
nature; or
(c) presents a question that is pending before a court.
That the ruling shall remain a public document is established 
by subsection 11 by obligation on the Commissioner-General 
or by request from an interested party.

(11) The customs ruling made by the Commissioner-General
(a) shall be published; or
(b) in respect of a request of an interested party, the party 
shall be notified not later than thirty days after the ruling is 
made
Subsection 12 announces review possibilities by an interested 
party to the Commissioner General or to the Courts within a 
specified time frame. 
(12) An interested party may request for
(a) a review of the customs advance ruling by the within thirty 
days of the publication or notification of the ruling; or
(b) a judicial review of the customs advance ruling made by 
the Commissioner- General within thirty days.
Subsection 13 guarantees the confidentiality of the applicant 
party’s information.
(13) The Commissioner-General shall treat information 
submitted under this section as confidential, unless the 
parties agree otherwise.

OUR TAKE
The history, definition, breadth, and our law as expressed 
should have removed the fetish from this topic, but it appears 
that we as a people have managed ourselves into an intolerant 
group of people, or perhaps tolerant of anything that further 
accentuates the dichotomy between pragmatism and 
self-aggrandisement, to the point where we feverishly pander 
to the latter, throwing all sane arrangements to the wind, only 
to, in most cases, make the proverbial 360 degrees at the 
expense of good fortunes to the state, trader and above all our 
future development. 

Otherwise, the framework for operationalizing any type of 
request under the Advance Ruling is properly established by 
the provisions as described above.
 
Whiles at it perhaps we can ponder over Professor Kweku 
Asare’s seven (7) point issues he raised on his Facebook wall 
in relation to the Office of the Special Prosecutor's report on 
the Labianca saga:
 

(1) whether the applicant and transactions qualified for applying 
for a customs advanced ruling (CAR)
(2) what is the legal basis for issuing the CAR, which reduced 
the benchmark values; 
(3) whether, under the law, Mr. Adu had the power to issue the 
CAR? 
(4) why the customs technical service bureau’s (CTSB) negative 
advice on the application was ignored or set aside; 
(5) how the application was resuscitated after the negative 
advice; 
(6) whether the CAR was brought to the notice of the 
Commissioner General; and 
(7) whether there is influence peddling.

The law lecturer further asserted that “these are serious issues 
that belong to a judicial forum constituted to determine whether 
there is corruption and corruption related tax evasion, especially 
as the implicated parties are politically exposed persons”. As 
we await the mileage that this saga is likely to travel and the 
possible ramifications, the issues raised can and must engage our 
research attention.
   
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
From the narrative so far, it does not look like the case under 
review adequately falls within the remits of Advance Ruling; it 
looks more like an extrajudicial creation, fashioned to ostensibly 
reward volume in a bid to shore up government revenue but at 
what cost in reference to the National Policy on the local Poultry 
industry?  Be that as it may, we (practitioners) must look out for 
some of these booby trap situations whilst advising our clients.  
Our take is to insulate ourselves as practitioners in the wake of 
the numerous injunctions in the laws that regulate our activities, 
holding us liable jointly and severally for acts of commission 
and omission because clearly the footprints of crime, they say, 
cannot be wiped away by time.

Clearly Advance Ruling is a trade facilitating measure or a tool 
which, when used appropriately, could potentially result in a 
significant decrease in total trade expenses. The impact of 
advance judgements on trade costs in other jurisdictions 
(Europe) has been projected to make some savings of 
approximately 5.4% to the trader. Some more degree of 
transparency as enjoined by the law (Section 12 (11) of Act 891) 
and further enhanced by Article 1 of the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement on Publication and Availability of Information is 
required to place the needed information at the doorstep of all 
and sundry. This when done will demystify the dispensation 
under review and perhaps others still cloaked in opacity, thus 
affording everyone the opportunity to take advantage of what the 
law permits.
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